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(57) Abstract: An ear pad, wherein a large number of 
rib-like sound proof walls (12) formed of the same mate- 
rial as that of a body (11) formed in a hollow cylindrical 
shape with an elastic material, i.e., a rubber such as sili- 
con rubber and a soft synthetic resin such as polypropy- 
lene are provided on the outer peripheral surface of the 
body integrally with each other in ring shape at specified 
intervals in axial direction, whereby soft mountability 
not irritating the sensitive tactile of an external acoustic 
meatus can be provided to the ear pad. 
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furnished subsequently to this Authority in conq)uter readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 2 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in tibe Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).'*'*' 

* Replacement sheets which have been JUmished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) ^Ith regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1 and 7 to 9 

Document 1: Microfilm of the specifications and drawings 
• annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 105174/1972 
(Laid-open No. 62028/1974) (Yoshikuni Saeki) , 
31 May 1974, entire text, fig. 1-3 

The inventions described in claims 1 and 7 to 9 lack 
novelty in the light of document 1 cited in the 
internatipnal search report. The feature described in 
claims 1 and 7 to 9/ wherein "the outer peripheral edges 
of sotmdproof walls come into contact with the inner wall 
of the external acoustic meatus and bend toward the rear, 
and sealed spaces are formed in the intervals between 
adjacent bent soundproof walls," is disclosed in document 
1, which discloses "an invention having formed thereupon a 
plurality of.... thin, flange-shaped pressure contact disks 
(3, 3) comprised of a flexible substance such as rubber, 
said disks being formed orthogonally to the longitudinal 
direction of an inserted part (2)," and when said 
invention is inserted into the external acoustic meatus, 
the outer peripheral edges of soundproof walls come into 
contact with the inner wall of the external acoustic 
meatus and bend toward the rear, and sealed spaces are 
FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



Claims 4-6 YES 

Claims 1, 3, 7-9 NO 

Claims YES 

Claims 1, 3-9 NO 

Claims ^/ YES 

Claims NO 
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formed in the intervals between adjacent bent soundproof 
walls . 

Claims 1, 3, and 7 to 9 

Document 2l - Mrcro£xlm 6t the - specif ications -a.nd-ci3.awings-- 
annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 143741/1987 

(Laid-open No. 48996/1989) (Kenta Sato) , 27 
March 1989, page 4, line 20 to page 5, line 

18, fig. 3 

The inventions described in claims 1, 3, and 7 to 9 
lack novelty in the light of document 2 cited in the 
international search report. The feature described in 
claims 1, 3, and 7 to 9, wherein "soundproof walls on the 
tip end gradually decrease in diameter, " is disclosed in 
document 2, which discloses a feature wherein "the 
diameter of flanges... becomes smaller moving toward the tip 
end. " 



Claims 1, 3, and 7 

Document 3: Microfilm of the specifications and drawings 
annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 83694/1986 
(Laid-open No. 196487/1987) (Cortiton Hearing 
Aid Co., Ltd.), 14 December 1987, entire 
text, fig. 1-2 

The invention described in claims 1, 3, and 7 lacks 
novelty in the light of document 3 cited in the 
international search report. The feature described in 
claims 1, 3, and 7, wherein "soundproof walls on the tip 
end become gradually smaller in diameter, " is disclosed in 
document 3, which discloses a feature wherein "a flange 
(30) close to the smaller end (14) of the main body (12) 
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is smaller than a flange (32) close to the opposite end 
(16) 



Claim 4 
Document 2 
Document 4 



JP 35-10402 Yl (Nihon Kohden Corp.), 17 May 
1960, entire text, fig. 1-3 



The invention described in claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 2 and document 
4 cited in the international search report. The earphone 
disclosed in document 2 and the earplug disclosed in 
document 4 both belong to closely related technical 
fields, and thus, a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of applying a feature wherein the thickness of 
soundproof walls decreases moving toward the outer 
peripheral edges thereof, disclosed in document 4, to the 
soft annular flanges disclosed in document 2. 



Claim 5 
Document 1 
Document 4 

The invention described in claim 5 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 
4 cited in the international search report. The earphone 
disclosed in document 1 and the earplug disclosed in 
document 4 both belong to closely related technical 
fields, and thus, a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of applying features wherein a soundproof wall 
tilts somewhat toward the rear and thickness decreases 
moving toward the outer peripheral edge thereof, disclosed 
in document 4, to the pressxare contact disk disclosed in 
document 1 • 
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Claim 6 
Document 1 

Document 5: JP 36-10305 Yl (Sony Corp.), 2 May 1961, 
entire text, fig. 1 

The invention described in claim 6 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 
6 cited in the international search report. The earphone 
disclosed in document 1 and the in-ear receiver disclosed 
in document 5 belong to closely related technical fields, 
and thus, a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of applying a feature wherein a cover (3) is 
formed of a porous elastic material, disclosed in document 
5, to the pressure contact disk disclosed in document 1. 
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